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II. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Please ^end the claims as indicated in the following listing: 
1-16, (Cancelled), 

17, (New) A method of completing a financial transaction between a user having a payment 
account and a merchant having a merchant account, the method comprising: 

a) the user logging on to a centralized personal data base using a basic number and a 
primary number, wherein the basic number is accessible by the user but not by the 
merchant; 

b) the user creating an electronic wallet in the centralized personal data base by 
inputting a payment account number of the user's payment account to associate 
with the electronic wallet, a payment limit of the electronic wallet, and an 
expiration date of the electronic wallet; 

c) responsive to the user creating the electronic wallet, the centralized personal data 
base generating a wallet number associated with the electronic wallet; 

d) the user making a purchase from the merchant on a purchase date by sending the 
primary number and the wallet number to the merchant, wherein the purchase has 
a price; 

e) the merchant sending the primary number and the wallet number to the 
centralized personal data base; and 

f) the centralized personal data base determining whether the purchase is authorized 
by determining whether the purchase price exceeds the payment limit of the 
electronic wallet and whether the purchase date is after the expiration date, 
wherein the purchase is authorized when the purchase price does not exceed the 
payment limit and the purchase date is not after the expiration date; 
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g) responsive to determining that the purchase is authorized, the centraUzed personal 
data base debiting the user's payment account for the purchase price and crediting 
the merchant accoimt. 
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